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Peter Sagebiel MESSAGEFROM THE DIRECTOR
Director As | am writing this message, the weather is quite
warm. But, the winter storm season will be here
B.J. Hatcher soon, and the inclement weather can i@ate some
A‘?S"Sta”f issues for studentgamilies traveling to their Forest
Director Charter School <classes.
. this opportunity to review our process for
eul Sl_moes communicating with you when we have to cancel
Academic Dean .
classes due to weather. First and foremost, please
Debbie Carter keep in mind that our main concern is your safety.

Business Director Please use good judgment and travel only if it is safe for you to do sBue to the diverse
geography of our school, the different learning centers (i.e. Nevada City/ Grass Valley,

Mary Foresthill, and Truckee) will each make an individual determination as to whiger or not
Whl_tt!ese)_( to run the learning center classes and/or cooperative classes. We will do everything we
AL can to inform you of our decision in a timely manner. In most cases, we will call you
j”s’_”ess using our School Messnger system:; for the Nevada City/Grass Valleyarea, we will also
ssistant post our status on the Forest Charter S
. avenues such as an announcement on the local radio station.
Valerie Jones
Resource . . . .
) Under all circumstances, if Forest Charter School does not operate its learning center
Coordinator

classes or cooperative classes, the day reverts to a homeschool/independent study day
Janne Delhez and students should do schoolwork during the day. Further, if you ever miss a class day
StudenServices (for an official snow day or for another reason) make sure to check the portal laout what
you might have missed and/or with your Education Specialist to reschedule a meeting
Jennifer Rogers that you had planned.

Student Records
One of the great things about a personalized learning program is that learning continues
Nancy Nobles despite a snag in location osomeother reason;it's this kind of flexibility and meaningful
Administrative engagement with curriculum that makes Forest Charter School such a unique learning
Assistant experience.
Jenna Johnson | | ,oh6 you have a happy holiday season.
EUEIPEES S See you next semester,
Tech Assistant Peter Sagebiel
Brandon N
Johnson
Resource

Assistant




Global Studies

By: Josh Miller

This month in the Global Studies Program students have been focused on a lot of
projects and starting to wrap up the semester. In Science the ninth and tenth
graders have been focusing on genetics and learning about thiaimily histories.
Over Thanksgiving break they created a family pedigree tracing recessive traits in
their families to help gain a better understanding of inheritance. In the process
several students discovered that they were related to someone famous.

The eleventh and twelfth graders have been learning about Transcendentalism and questioning how
technology affects our lives. As part of this topic several students chose to forgo everything electronic for
four days in order to gain a better understanthg of how technology effect their lives. While it was hard to be
away from Facebook and cell phoneghese students found a new connection to the world aroundhem.

As the semester begins drawing to a close many of the students are working hard on fipabjects and
bringing their grades to completion. Many students will also be attending an upcoming field trip to Greylodge
Wildlife Refuge where we will be meeting with the refuge biologist to learn about wildlife management and
habitat restoration.

Make sure you pick up a flyer for the Global Studiegizza night fundraisemt Round Table Pizza on
December 14" from 5-9pm. The class will receive 20% of all sales from anyone who buys pizza that night
using the flyer. Bring all your friends and help suport field trips.

Extra! Extral

The Global Studies Academy is looking for a few motivated high school travelers to round out our June
ecology trip to Costa Rica! If you are a high school student who wants to knownore about rainforest
ecology, work for a couple of days at a sea turtle research station, learn about Costa Rican culture, and
have the adventure of a lifetime, we have the trip for you! From June 17" through June 29" 2012,

come and travel through Cosa Rica in style with Forest Charter students and teachers and a professional
naturalist who will show us the flora and fauna of this amazing Central American

country. Highlights of the twelve day trip include sea turtle studies, zigining through

the rainforest canopy, observing an active volcano, doing community service in a
small town, seeing monkeys and crocodiles in their natural habitat, going to the
beach, and whitewater rafting. Now is your chance to apply what you have been
learning about ecdogy, biology, and global issues all of these years in school!
We only have a few places left on the trip, so act now! For more information,
contact Jen Homan 575-7084 or Josh Miller 575 -8083.
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Technology Academy

By: Steve Ross

This month students gave presentations in the Digital Arts Academy
semina class. Students presented omideo games of the future, case
studies of computer game development and games that act as simulatior
to study resource depletion.Students in the Academy continue to work in
internships this semestergaining valuable work site experigce as we wrap
up the semester.

Website Forum

By: Jenna Johnson

Did you know the Forest Charter School website has a new look? The new FCS website went online in April
2011. I f you havensSt st opp edgwnwloresttharterm@ab si t e | at
What can you find at the FCS website?

e Alink to the student portal to check assignments and grades

e The school calendar with information on upcoming events, test dates and locations

e Important messages such as snow day school closures

e I nformation and cl| ass s cdpg back casses faotarniRgeenters t  Ch
e Current and previous school newsletters in downloadable PDF format

e Information on CA State Standards and ofine resources

e Information on college planning and the FCS College and Career Center

¢ Information on the FCS Charter Councilincluding minutes and agendas

e Information on the FCS Foundation

Each month we will be highlighting a different section of the Forest Charter website here in the newsletter
In the meantime we invite all parents and students to explore the new website aiww.forestcharter.com

FCS SchoaWide Field Trips

TUES, DECEMBER 13: tA Christmas StoryT pl
Signups closed Nevada City Theater

Cost: $10 (Meet at theater at 9:40 for seating)

FRI, MAY 11: 6 Flags, Vallejo

Signups closed (Tickets distributed to ES on May 4)

Estimated Cost: $35

*** Please see your ES to help you plan additional small group or family trips.
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Tree TopCo-0op News

4'- 5'Grade
By: Mark Keim

Throughout the month, the Tree Top Co-op students have been active and engaged through
preparing and presenting projects in clas§.heseresearch posters anghapers have enabled our
students to instruct one another on the importance of understanding land and marine biomes in
our natural world. Tree Top has focused on the geographyanimals, precipitation, plants and
climate of a region in a global perspectiveThe students havealsobeen studying the California
missions. The mission replicas and drawings have been outstanding, and have enabled us to lea
about their daily lifestyles beliefs and importance to California history. Some students
evenutilized their Independent Study days prior to Thanksgiving to visit their assigned mission
alongthe California Coastand learn more about their philosophies in person.

In December, Tree Top Co-op will be taking a field trip to the California History Museum and the
State Capibl building in Sacramento.This field application will support in class learning of
California tribes, missions, trailsand government in process. A special thankou to all our parent
volunteers who areassisting us in this memorable experience.

gre

sie

E‘ . Susie Greeno at the Mission Carmel
¥ :-._ . "“ 3 _{5/ 3
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Tree-Top News ¢ Grace

By: Nancy Nobriga

Tree Top Co-op's 6th grade class enjoyed learning about ancient, but local
volcanoes with Mark Keim's 4th and 5th grade class.On the field trip, we foun
specks of the green mineral, olivine, which cooled intrusively in basalt rockAt
the same quarry,we observed the effects of an earthquake fault, tasted white N
rhyolite ash which stuck to our tongues, and saw how machinery sifts the rocks
into different sized particles.

At Teichert's other Truckee quarry, we found lots of volcanic bombs which cootéd extrinsically when they hit the air.
Students used their handsn knowledge to further examine the rock cycle. In conclusion of our Earth's Structure studies,
we modeled the layers of the Earth in art class and students wrote their own "Journey to th€enter of the Earth" as a
script, comic book, or pop-up story.

We took EdPerformance before the November window closed, and have discovered how much we'geown since

August! Combining math and science, students researched the highest and lowest elevations on each continent, and art
using the data to calculate with positive and negative integersThey are excited to begin working with math expressions
and equatons. Our math study sessions after class Mondayednesday have been well attended by about half of the
students who are getting extra help on their homework, sharing problefsolving techniques with peers, and playing
thinking games.

Our social studies pojects were amazing! Students used their selflesigned rubrics to guide their projects.A group of

four designed a complex village complete with a running river and a light bulb created shadows like the suieven
students designed tools to improve osimplify their lives including: a scalenodel of nano-bots to help kill diseases, a
water-saving shower run by a floor mat, a silent helicopter, a "readucer" backpack complete with touch screen to replace
books and a built in pencil sharpener, and a "multtool for school". The remaining six students opted to recreate a cave
painting. One painted her animal on a rock, and two made their own paint out of cherries, mud, and chicken fat!

Fundraising has begun for our overnight fieldtrip to Camp Augusta né May. We anticipate the challenge programs,
ancient Greek games, cooking in a cob oven like the Egyptians, and watershed studies.

We have a fabulous group of students and are so thankful for the academic and {lteng lessons we're learningWe have
one opening for a sixthgrade student would like to join us second semesterin December, we look forward to making
ornaments to help decorate a tree in downtown Truckee, performing musically in the holiday party, and finishing the first
semester of middleschool successfully!




